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This article has been retracted at the request of the Editor-in-Chief as it duplicates significant parts of a paper that
had already appeared in American Journal of Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine 2005;172,523e9, doi: 10.1164/
rccm.200504-531OE. One of the conditions of submission of a paper for publication is that authors declare explicitly
that their work is original and has not appeared in a publication elsewhere. Re-use of any data should be appropriately
cited. As such this article represents a severe abuse of the scientific publishing system. The scientific community takesDOI of original article: 10.1016/j.rmed.2006.09.002.
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